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Thursday, April 20, 2017 marks the Second Annual Graduation Appreciation 
Day event. It was a collaborative celebration sponsored by the Division of 
Student Affairs, College of Science and Health, School of Nursing and College 
of Medicine. 

The event connected future alum with CDU Alumni Association, provided 
students with an opportunity to take professional cap and gown portraits, 
and participate in a host of other activities. Los Angeles Federal Credit Union 
donated 100 eco-bags which were given to our graduation candidates. 
The School of Nursing gave away CDU hats and other items. The College of 
Science and Health raffled Oath and Honors tickets which were given to a few 
lucky students. 

Additionally, the Division of Student Affairs distributed 250 tamales from 
Maria’s Tamaleria, in order to support local business and build stronger 
community relations. Overall, the event proved to be successful with over 
50 professional portraits taken at GradImages and over 100 graduation 
candidates in attendance. 

 

Mighty Lions, April has proven to be 
another month full of spirited activity!    

In this issue, we reflect on the Graduation 
Appreciation Day, Spring Gala and 
Conversations with Charles R. Drew 
Heirs.     

Through our continued passion for 
student success, we highlight some 2017 
Commencement deadlines and other 
upcoming important information in the 
Mighty Lion Bulletin!

It is our hope that the Student Affairs 
Newsletter encapsulates a few 
memorable moments as we “inform and 
celebrate”.  

Best wishes for successful final exams!

-Jinny Oh, Ed.D.

Dean of Student Affairs

Graduation Appreciation Day
A Collaborative Event for Graduation Candidates    
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2017 CDU Spring Gala
Honors Legacy Leaders    

Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science (CDU) hosted its 5th Annual Legacy Leaders Spring Gala 
on Thursday, April 13, 2017, at The Beverly Hilton Hotel. The event theme was Legacy Leaders which honored 
and celebrated five local healthcare champions who are renowned for their work in reducing health inequities 
in underserved communities. 

The honorees included the heirs of University namesake Dr. Charles R. Drew—Bebe Drew Price, Charlene 
Drew Jarvis, PhD, Sylvia Drew Ivie, JD, and the late Charles Richard Drew, Jr.—the Honorable Mark Ridley-
Thomas, Chairman, Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, Second District, who also serves as Chair of 
the CDU Board of Councilors; and HIV/AIDS pioneer Wilbert C. Jordan, MD, Founder and Director of the Oasis 
Clinic and AIDS Program, as well as a 37-year staff physician and faculty member of the University. 

Legendary jazz singer Barbara Morrison graced the stage with a few musical selections. The event proved to 
be a great success and students enjoyed learning about the rich legacy of Charles R. Drew University. 

E-Scholars hosts Get Fit Challenge
The E-Scholars club host a weekly 30 
minute walk as part of its Get Fit 2017 
challenge. E-Scholars encourages 
the CDU Community to “put on 
your walking shoes and join in the 
movement towards a healthier and 
happier you.”  Studies show just 20 
minutes of physical activity can have 
major benefits for one’s health.

The challenge is sponsored by 24 
Hour Fitness and Simply Wholesome 
Health Food Store/Restaurant. Prizes 
are given for attending weekly 
challenges and for tracking daily 
steps.

For more information, please contact 
Antoinettealugbue@cdrewu.edu. 
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 Provost Corner

Steve O. Michael, PhD.

            “I have seen the Future”

As I stood in front of the high school 
students from Compton Unified School 
District on Thursday, April 27, I pondered 
about the students and the future of 
Charles R. Drew University of Medicine 
and Science (CDU).  It occurred to me at 
that moment that I was gazing intently 
into the eyes of the future of CDU.  These 
bright faces represent the future and the 
reason why we do what we do at Charles 
R. Drew University.

In response to the Strategic Goal to 
become a comprehensive, midsize, 
research-intensive university of health, 
Charles R. Drew University has signed 
several memorandum of understanding 
with neighboring school districts and 
many more are in the offering.  Such 
a Memorandum was signed a few 
months ago with Compton Unified 
School District (CUSD) with the purpose 
of guaranteeing admission into the 
baccalaureate programs.  

On Thursday, April 27, 2017, for the first 
time in the history of CDU, qualified 
high school students from CUSD with 
interest in health professions became 
the first to receive instant admission to 
CDU.   

Charles R. Drew University is 
undergoing transformation; changing 
from graduate only school to an 
undergraduate-graduate school 
with a significant expansion in 
undergraduate majors and enrollment.  
Newly developed and proposed 
baccalaureate programs include the 
following:

Bachelor of Science – Biomedical 
Sciences

Bachelor of Science – Urban 
Community Health Science

Bachelor of Science – Nursing (RN-BSN)

Bachelor of Science – Radiologic 
Science (forthcoming)

Bachelor of Science – Health 
Administration (forthcoming)

Similar events are planned for LAUSD 
South and West, Lynwood Unified 
School District and several more 
charter high schools.  We look forward 
to welcoming as many undergraduate 
students to the campus as we are able 
to admit for fall 2017.  Our gratitude 
goes to the newly reconstituted 
Enrollment Management Division 
under the leadership of Assistant 
Director Vanessa Riggins and 
Enrollment Management Consultant 

Karen Jackson. 

-Steve Michael, PhD

CDU Proud Provost 

1. Why did you choose to study at Charles
R. Drew University?

Being born and raised in a economically 
disadvantage house household, I 
lived in poverty. I know what its like to 
have less and fall into the category for 
being “disadvantage”. I came to Drew 
because of my connection to its mission 
and vision of severing the medically 
underserved population. 

2. What program are you in?

Master of Public Health in Urban Health 
Disparity Candidate graduating class of 
2017.

3. What do you enjoy most about
studying at Charles R. Drew University?

As the first CDUSG President, I enjoyed 
working with my peers to build a 
stronger foundation for student voice 
at CDU. During 2016-2017 academic 
year our cabinet accomplished three 
leadership goals with support of our 
senior advisor Dr. Michael: centralized 
student office, student affairs committee 
connect to the academic senate in which 
students can vote and hosting politically 
charged events. 

4. What has been your most memorable
experience as a Mighty Lion?

The most memorable moments were all 
the love and support of CDUSG executive 
members, friends, faculty, our alumni 
and strategic advisor and last but not 
the least student affairs team. I’ll never 
forget.

5. What do you hope to do once you have
finished your degree?

Presently, I am a Viral Hepatitis C 
researcher at UCLA. In the future I would 
love to obtain my doctorate in Medicine 
and help eliminate chronic illnesses in 
United States and communities of color.

    Mabel Kimble
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2017/18 Charles R. Drew University 
Student Government (CDUSG)

Shenita Anderson, a current student in the ELM program in the MMDSON, is a graduate 
of UC Berkeley holding Bachelors of Arts in Integrative Biology. She is a wife and mother 
of five who is looking to advance her career in the medical field. She currently works as a 
senior medical assistant for Davita Medical Group. As your President of CDUSG, she looks 
forward to facilitating positive change within CDU’s community by becoming an active 
member of student government and providing the voice our students so desperately 
need.

Daniel emigrated from the Soviet Union with his family at the age of 3. He graduated 
from UCLA with a BA in Philosophy, but decided to pursue a career in nursing. Prior to 
enrolling at CDU he worked for 6 years in substance use disorder treatment. He is excited 
to serve with Mrs. Anderson as the incoming VP and will expand the role of CDUSG by 
establishing a revenue stream and continue uniting all three university colleges.

Shenita Anderson, CDUSG President

Daniel Maryanov, CDUSG Vice President

Conversations with Charles R. Drew Heirs

All Mighty Lions students are automatically members of CDUSG. There are currently two leadership positions 
open in the 2017/18 CDUSG Cabinet, secretary and treasurer. If you are interested in applying for a position, please 
contact the Division of Student Affairs at StudentAffairs@cdrewu.edu.  

In honor of National Library Week, Friday April 14, 2017 the Office of the 
Provost and University Library hosted, “Conversations with Dr. Charles R. 
Drew’s Heirs”.  Library Director, Ms. Parker-Kelly introduced the Drew family 
to those in attendance, which included Bebe Drew Price, Dr. Charlene 
Drew Jarvis and Sylvia Drew Ivie, JD. The heirs of Dr. Drew conversed about 
their family, career, educational pursuits and ethics. The Q & A session was 
engaging and provided inspirations nuggets of truth.
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Western Institute of Nursing’s 50th Annual 
Communicating Nursing Research Conference
Mervyn M. Dymally School of Nursing   
Mervyn M. Dymally School of Nursing (SON) was well represented at 
the Western Institute of Nursing’s 50th Annual Communicating Nursing 
Research Conference held on April 19–22, 2017 at the Colorado Convention 
Center in Denver, CO.

Our faculty (Dr. Ebere Ume, Dr. Magda Shaheen, Dr. Juana Ferrerosa and Ms. 
Nannette Leonardo), current students (Erica Abaekobe, Elynita Nagar Arella, 
Atherine D. Shackelford, Nerizze Tagalag, Alynna Turner, Maisha Parnell, 
Jolene Smeltzer, and Onike William) and alumni (Tarnia Newton ) shared 
their research and project findings through podium presentations, poster 
displays, and had numerous networking opportunities.

Faculty and students received many compliments about their research and 
contributions. 

The SON had Fifteen (15) successful presentations (12 recognized as 
research, 2 recognized as best practice and 1 recognized as global health).

Among the topics presented were: mental health, sleep disturbance, post-
partum depression, gestational diabetes, cardiovascular disease health, 
ventilator associated pneumonia (VAP) bundles, burden of caregiving, and 
technology and medication error. 

Among the topics CDU students learned about were: communication, 
culture of nursing practice, patient safety, health promotion in diverse 
groups, psychosocial issues in women’s reproductive health care, cultural 
issues in research and practice, social justice, violence among vulnerable 
populations, care in the community, issues in acute care and cardiac 
care, improving patient outcomes, understanding health care and family 
experiences of cancer survivors and their caregivers, use of technology in 
patient management, simulation/digital technology, and leadership and 
policy.

This conference allowed students to have numerous networking 
opportunities and gain knowledge from nursing professionals and other 
students about nursing research, evidence based nursing practice, and 
health disparities in the United States and strategies of success in nursing. 
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Let’s keep in touch!

Visit our website for more information
www.cdrewu.edu/students

Editors: Dr. Jinny Oh and Dakota McMahand
Special thanks to Isidra Person-Lynn

Department of Student Affairs
Charles R. Drew University of 
Medicine and Science

phone: (323) 563-4839
email: studentaffairs@cdrewu.edu

Global Health: An Interactive Dialogue MOU Signing Between 
Lynwood Unified & CDU 

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
was signed April 10, 2017 between Lynwood 
Unified School District and Charles R. Drew 
University which will provide students within 
Lynwood Unified School District preferred 
admission status to Charles R. Drew University. 
This MOU will be instrumental in establishing 
new partnerships and opportunities for both 
Lynwood Unified School District students and 
staff to be exposed to the latest information in 
the STEM field.

An interactive conversation was hosted by the Masters of 
Science Biomedical Science program on April 26, 2017. Special 
guests include Mr. Roger Williams II, executive director of 
Global Human Services and CDU professor Dr. Lejeune Lockett. 
The conversation was influenced the Clinical Topics in Urban 
and Global Health course. Students reflected on the event as 
a “rewarding experience, giving great pride to know that CDU 
students are extremely intelligent and mind-driven”.
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